
Disclosure of Outside 
Activity (including start-up)

Approval by Department  
Head/Chair for conflict of 
commitment

Does the activity have a 
“nexus of conflict” with 
other activities? (e.g., 
entity funds research, 
employs students, seeks 
license to UMA 
technology, etc.)

No

File OA form 
with Dean’s 
Office & go!

Yes? 

Disclosure of Outside 
Financial Interest to 
Research Compliance

ORC Reviews to determine 
applicable policy, funding 
portfolio, relatedness to 
ongoing research, student 
involvement, etc.
• IP Conflicts Policy
• PHS FCOI Policy
• NSF/Other Federal Policy
• Human Subjects Conflict Policy
• MGL 268A

ORC creates case file, 
prepares case summary 
with all relevant facts, 
forwards case summary 
& recommended 
action(s) to VCRE for 
concurrence, approval 
and Conflicts Committee 
presentation

ORC analyzes disclosure, 
determines no COI 
and/or no management 
beyond disclosure & 
documentation needed

Faculty free to proceed!

VCRE presents case to 
Five-Campus University 
Conflicts Committee for 
approval of COI 
management plan

If required, ORC provides 
initial report to PHS (or 
other Federal sponsor)

Ongoing COI case 
management via ORC & 
oversight committee(s), 
including annual Federal
reporting

Activity or financial interest ceases to 
exist, COI case is closed, Federal reporting 
completed & UMPO/Conflicts Committee 
records updated

For Outside
Activities

Start here

For Outside
Financial 
Interests

Conflict of Interest (COI) Disclosure Process

Start here

Surrender the financial interest to eliminate any apparent or 
actual conflict & no conflict management plan needed

Okay to move forward with research!

OFF RAMP

Let Us Help!
For assistance with potential conflicts and the disclosure 
process, contact the Office of Research Compliance (ORC) 
at (413) 545-5283 or rescomp@research.umass.edu

Okay to 
move 
forward with 
research!

Last Updated: June 2018

https://www.umass.edu/research/sites/default/files/documents/request_for_prior_approval_of_outside_activities.pdf
https://www.umass.edu/tto/start-up-companies/starting-new-companies
https://www.umass.edu/research/compliance/research-ethics/conflict-interest-coi
https://www.umass.edu/research/policy/policy-coi-relating-intellectual-property-and-commercial-ventures
https://www.umass.edu/research/compliance/research-ethics/conflict-interest/conflict-interest-phs-funded-researchers
https://www.umass.edu/research/policy/umass-coi-policy-nsf-and-other-federal-agencies
https://www.umass.edu/research/policy/human-subjects-coi-guidelines-umass-presidents-office
http://www.mass.gov/ethics/laws-and-regulations/
mailto:rescomp@research.umass.edu
https://www.umass.edu/research/sites/default/files/documents/request_for_prior_approval_of_outside_activities.pdf
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