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Dear MSP Bargaining Unit Members, 
 
The application is now open for the University Sponsored - MSP Research 
Support Fund (RSF) and will close on Friday, September 19, 2025 at 5:00 
p.m. 
 
Article 26.6.1 of the 2024-27 MSP Collective Bargaining Agreement provides 
for a Research Support Fund for bargaining unit members active in research 
who do not have access to significant alternative funding, such as Research 
Trust Funds, gifts, external research grants, etc. Awards of up to $1,000 are 

mailto:vcre@email.umass.edu
mailto:reply-2792409-816_HTML-70381892-524003244-8@marcom.umass.edu
mailto:reply-2792409-816_HTML-70381892-524003244-8@marcom.umass.edu
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.marcom.umass.edu%2F%3Fqs%3Dbe1785e2871dbf7d501af9ec99837a7e893553a291525e6e82c62742b59cd755e250448763e6f365f00f6d1cada1b68fb5585de537b0c5d0&data=05%7C02%7Clreardon%40external.umass.edu%7Cdf03a5be398e4f66a8b208dde6f63e97%7C7bd08b0b33954dc194bbd0b2e56a497f%7C0%7C0%7C638920667479824197%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RRsOv%2FRDpGBxsrE8jygeEXtYmVYKACrxceQcxLq1jso%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.marcom.umass.edu%2F%3Fqs%3Dbe1785e2871dbf7d501af9ec99837a7e893553a291525e6e82c62742b59cd755e250448763e6f365f00f6d1cada1b68fb5585de537b0c5d0&data=05%7C02%7Clreardon%40external.umass.edu%7Cdf03a5be398e4f66a8b208dde6f63e97%7C7bd08b0b33954dc194bbd0b2e56a497f%7C0%7C0%7C638920667479824197%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RRsOv%2FRDpGBxsrE8jygeEXtYmVYKACrxceQcxLq1jso%3D&reserved=0


 

available in each year of the contract to advance your research activities. 
 
Please complete the FY26 Research Support Fund Application. 
 
Applications must be received by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, September 19, 
2025. All requests will then be forwarded to the dean of your school or 
college for certification of the RSF requirements. Funding for dean-certified 
RSF awards will be allocated to an account managed in your dean's office. 
Every effort should be made to expend the funds by June 30, 2026. There is 
a maximum of $500,000 available for distribution this year; if the RSF is 
oversubscribed, deans will be asked to provide a ranked list for funding. 
 
Note: This award is offered once per academic year. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Colleen Venditti 
Business Manager 
Office of Research & Engagement 
University of Massachusetts Amherst 
100 Venture Way, Suite 200 
413-545-6003 
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